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DIXIE CZECH’S A StorY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIAN AIRPLANES IN THE MISSISSIPPI DELTA

TiMOTHY CULPEPPER

Like the ever-popular,
baeautiful, country-westem stars,
the Dixie Chicks; the Dixe Czech's
Autumn L-39 fy-infformation clinic
at GWO was a unique and out-
standing aviation event which
promises to be enhanced and have
growth in the future.

When Dick Schmidt of
Boca Raton, Florida, came to
Greenwood, Mississippi  (GWQ),
for the annual “The Airmen” For-
mation Clinic (May 1999) in his
Asro Viodochody L-39 Albatros, he
was joined by several other L-39's
who all had a greal time, coupled
with intense leaming.

Schmidt contacted Vernon
Ricks, perennial organizer of the
GWO Clinic, shortly afterward, re-
flected the cumulative desires of
tha L-39 pilots to have an axclusive
L-39 event, and a plan was en-
acted for the ‘all (L-39) jet’ forma-
tion dlinic at GWO in autumn of
1999,

The dates of October 20,
21, 22, 23, 1999, were sel for the
clinic with participants urged to ar-
rive on Tuesday, October 19th, so

that they would be ready to begin
the course at 830 am. on
Waednesday, the first full day.

Each participant was to
have provided copies of all his air-
man and airplane documents along
with his individual desires and skill
level, prior to his attendance. Also,
each paricipant was required to
have a ‘safety pilot’ on board with
him at all times, The participant's
registration fee funded the room
and meals for a safety pilot for him,
as well as the pilot's own meals.

Dick Schmidt constructed a
list of L-39 owners and contacted
them by both mail and telephone.

Vemon Ricks is a bright-
eyed, white haired, 60-ish, bear-of-
a-man who is cordial and seems to
have the patience of Job with the
pilots, Ricks has conducted these

types of events many, many times
and has long-time jet experience.
Ricks gave the area and safely
briefings, along with the formation
ground school. Ricks' formation
teachings are in sirict accordance
with F.AS.T. guidelines, proce-
dures, and concepls.

Ricks’ formation and aero-
batic instruction is done in a unique
way that commands attention and
participation, but is simple to com-
prehend and absorb. The forma-
tion candidates had the classic
hangar-ficor-walk-through, a Ricks
trade mark, to be certain that each
pilot understood ‘what to do’ before
he was near a flying airplane.

The jet
flying syllabus at GWO was a very
slightly modified version of the U.S.
Navy T-2 Buckeye training pro-
gram and was provided by Bert
Zeller of Lauderdale, MS. The pro-
gram consisted of a minimum of
two single-ship flights lo evaluate
the pilot, then a minimum of two
two-ship formation flights.

Then followed a minimum

of four four-ship flights, . \
with each flight giving am- —

ple opportunity to medify '.'ih
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lot to strengthen any needed area
in the studant’s training path. Each
safety pilot actually entered written,
signed comment on each sortie so
that the candidate and any succes-
sor safely, or check pilots would
all know the training results at any
point.

The focal FBO, Kimmel
Awigtion, hosted the event with
deeply discounted fuel pricing, free
use of their facilities, line personnel
that were very familiar with the L-

HE
e
i
i
i

Ha

gi%iﬁi £

i
:
i
i3

§ 2278
%Eg §§§
af §
iz 25
i, 8§
3 g
2 E

confri

2

_&5‘
1
1
&

2
giat
-§ i
?%%E

counter medications, and

a good assortment of fruit and
sandwiches conlinuously available
for all involved during every day of
the event.

The evening meals were
robust with ham or chicken, steak,
catfish, and beef brisket or Bar-B-
Que'd ribs, with all the appropriate
trimmings for each, being the cui-
gine for the respective four nights
of the clinic. There was great ca-
maraderie among all the attendees
at each evening meal while many
new friendships ware formed.

There were six different
practice areas radiating, spoke-
like, Westward from GWQ. There
were two spare formation practice
areas, and two dedicalted aero-
batic, or ACM (air combat maneu-
vering) areas, one due North, and
the other due South of GWO. Each
practice area was about S50nm
away, over an airport, and was
clearly delineated on a briefing
guide with its identifier, heading
and distance 1o it, discrete commu-
nication frequency, etc. Thera were
three Initial Points (IP's) for retum
following to and from each practice
area by the Memphis Air Traffic
Control Center. The combination of

John McAvoyof from Czech
Jets of Hollister, CA, was present
for the event and gave a very en-
hightening presentation on the L-38
ejection system on Friday night.

Rudy Beaver of Interna-
tional Jets of Gadsen, AL, sent a
service truck with two technicians
and made them available for the
entire event. Intermational Jets
brought a tow bar, several spare
wheels and tires, and other fast
moving parts, plus the intimate
‘know-how' of their Director of
Maintenance, Joe Siska. Rudy
Beaver, having been meeting with
the Government all along the way,
gave a very informative presenta-
tion on Saturday about the state of
the ATF import ban' on Eastemn
Bloc turbine powered airplanes.

By Saturday noom, many
candidates who had been nearly
ready for FAS.T. Wingman for-
mation ratings before coming to
GWO, along with two, new F.AS.
T. Leaders had been rated. The
Leader candidales joined ‘four
ships' on ‘four ships' in the rati
check rides. This was a first in LS.
Civil jet airplane operations.

This event provided ap-
proximately 16-20 hours of solid

self and his airplane that did not
exist prior to the eventL.

Several people interested in
owning L-39's came 1o the event
including: Deep Damie of Wash-
ington, DC, with Chris Reed of
Charolettt, NC. Most interestingly,
Pierre Mauroy leamed of the event
en the intemet and traveled from
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regular attendees with each prospect being offered
cockpit briefings and rides.

In attendance;

Boca Raton, FL
Jersay Shore, PA
Glastonbury, CT
Maples, FL
Calabasas, CA
Cordova, TN
Stuart, FL
Banger, ME
Molina, IL
Chesterfield, MO
Gumee, IL
Boca Raton, FL
Medina, MN
MNaples, FL
Greenville, SC

Special Thanks to Vemon Ricks for providing this
slory and pictures. Make sure and visit his web site
with lots of great information on this gathering, as
well as lots of great information on formation flying.
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